
dMaking Connections                                                                                                

By Daniel Kenneth 

One night after attending a weekly therapy group at Good Samaritan Ministries in Beaverton, I 
spent two hours helping a friend assist someone else with their car (I originally wanted to go 
get coffee). The battery cable clamp corroded off. 
Duct tape and zip ties did not hold the clamp to the 
battery post for long, the car stalled in 50 feet. My 
friend and I pushed the car into a parking spot and, 
graciously, another person had stayed to offer the 
person with the broken down car a ride home. We 
were all going to go our separate ways when my 
friend and I decided to offer to go get the part needed 
and fix it. We went to Chevron, then 7 Eleven, then 
Fred Meyer, and finally found the part needed. This is 
where the story gets even better. 

(Cont. on page 2) 

Celebrate 

His birth! 

“For the Lord your 

God has arrived to live 

among you. He is a 

mighty Savior. He will 

rejoice over you with 

great gladness. With 

His love, he will calm 

all your fears.” 

—Zephaniah 3:17 

As the holidays unfold 

we send our blessings to 

you and your family! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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 Volunteer Role Fulfills Goal of Helping People 

For the past three years, Jeannette Alexander has been volunteering on Wednesdays to greet and  

welcome people in the front desk reception area and to schedule counseling appointments at the 

counseling and teaching office in Beaverton which is also our international ministry headquarters. 

 

“I love volunteering here. I look forward to it,” said Jeannette.  She works with other volunteers 

and the headquarters staff with the common goal of helping people.  All of our front desk         

volunteers have learned how to use the Appointments Plus scheduling software. “It’s not hard to 

learn,” Jeannette said. “It’s much better than paper and pencil. I like the computer.” 

 

Recently she has been volunteering 4-5 days a week for the past six weeks to fill in while Karen 

Wagner has been out of the office recovering from knee surgery.  She has filled in for Karen for 

vacation time in the past.  “Jeannette is so generous with her time,” said Susan Gilmore, GSM 

Executive Administrator.  Jeannette first heard about Good Samaritan Ministries from a friend 

(Kathy Zimmerman) who volunteered as an intern 

counselor in Beaverton.  Kathy had sent out an email 

encouraging her friends to volunteer. So Jeannette 

came to an open house here and applied to volunteer 

at the front desk. 

 

“This is where I love to be,” Jeannette said happily. 

She also enjoys time with her two grandsons and her        

husband who retired nine years ago.  In addition, she 

volunteers for a Beaverton neighborhood homeown-

ers association.  She has taught English as a second        

language classes at the cultural center in Cornelius.  

With her office skills and professionalism, she has 

been training another office assistant and receptionist 

named Adriana who is available to work three days a 

week  through a program called Experience Works. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering as a receptionist, office assistant, event planner, photogra-

pher, or working with our International Satellite support groups, call 503-644-2339 or email 

goodsam@gsmusa.org or come to an event such as our 5pm Christmas Party Saturday Dec. 13. 

Greet Jeannette Alexander in Beaverton 

Happy New Year! 

Bring a friend and come 

in for a tour of any of our 

GSM locations. Find out 

more about our Samaritan 

& Counselor training. 

Maybe even send a friend 

a copy of one of Bettie 

Mitchell’s books. Go to: 

Smile.Amazon.com 

http://goodsamaritanministries.org/blog/making-connections/
mailto:goodsam@gsmusa.org
http://www.smile.amazon.com


 
Making Connections & Breakthroughs  

On the way into Fred Meyers, I noticed Starbucks was open and asked my friend if he 
wanted to go ahead and get a coffee. He said "no" in so many words, which was a good 
thing, for when we returned we had found the other people waiting with the car until we got 
back. After a time of turning and twisting, the corroded bolt was off and the new clamp on. 
The vehicle was once again connected and functional. What was meant for me to be an   
evening of coffee with one other soul, turned into an amazing evening where a group of 
four people each longed for a similar result.   
  
When I go to group at Good Samaritan ministries, it’s like that. Some-
times I sit and silently sip on what is percolating. Other times I work on 
cleaning away those things that corrode my sense of connection to God 
and the world around me. Some nights are duct tape and zip-tie nights. 
Some nights there is a “wise word,” a strong connection. One night, I 
was able to cry and release pieces of anguish and hurt, anger and 
pain and receive grace, love, and support. All I could say was, “Thank you. Thank you.” 
  
I think we are all longing for connection experiences. Let me encourage you to keep coming 
to GSM and go deeper.  You never know when your night might come. God and group     
happens in mysterious ways, and when you least expect it.  You may get the help you need 
to experience what Bettie Mitchell calls “breakthrough,” and what I will call connecting.  
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Inspiration …  
from the book, Jesus Calling  

by Sarah Young 

 

“When suffering strikes, re-

member that I am sovereign 

and that I can bring good out of 

everything.  Do not try to run 

from pain or hide from prob-

lems.  Instead, accept adversity 

in MY Name, offering it up to 

Me for My purposes.”  

 

That is how suffering becomes 

meaningful and can draw us 

closer to the Lord as we trust 

him with the sacrifice of praise 

in all circumstances.  
 

And here’s inspiration from the 

Bible, James 1:2-4 “Consider it 

pure joy, my brothers, when-

ever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that 

the testing of your faith devel-

ops perseverance.  Persever-

ance must finish its work so 

that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking any-

thing.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Classes   
10 weeks starting 1/7 

Each year GSM opens the 
Bible for fresh learning,  
challenging perspectives and 
interactive training.  This is 
a time of deep revelation, 
fun and fellowship.  

Potluck *Dinner at 6:15 pm 
each week (*Donations in sup-
port of children through Inter-
national Education programs.) 

www.gsminternationaleducation.org 

Bring a friend and anticipate 
learning something             

unexpected.  See you there. 

 

Watch For Red Flags  
 

According to a national survey conducted by the 

US Dept. of Health and Human Services, depres-

sion is prevalent - 6.9 percent of Americans 

have been affected in the past 12 months.  And 

depression can be fatal -  the suicide rate for peo-

ple hospitalized for depression exceeds 6 percent, 

according to an article in the Archives of General 

Psychiatry. During the holidays, grief and de-

pression can be debilitating.  Look for warning 

signs in a person’s behavior, especially if it’s 

related to a painful event, loss, or change. Watch 

for other red flag behaviors such as visiting or 

calling people to say goodbye, or giving away 

prized possessions.  We plan to host a second 

safeTALK training during the first quarter of 

2015 so stay tuned.  The September training was 

paid for by the Oregon Chapter of the American 

Foundation for Suicide Prevention. To learn more 

about suicide prevention, warning signs and how 

you can get involved visit www.afsp.org. 

 

 

 

 
 

Kenya - Chickens  
Helping Kids Learn and Grow 

 

The most recent reports from GSM’s sustain-

able farm project are nothing short of miracu-

lous.  Water and electricity are provided.  The 

local agricultural ministry will soon be        

providing a “go ahead” for chicken production.  

Through an Indiegogo.com 

fundraising campaign, some 

chicks have been named 

Marge, India, Jane, Mrs.  

Malcom, Fast Eddy and Edith. 

 

Soon joining the hundreds of children attend-

ing GSM’s schools will be hundreds of chick-

ens.  This resource will not only provide 

funding for supplies and teachers, but also 

food for over 100 orphans who board at the 

GSM school all year. 
 

Project manager Kevin Asanda worked with 

the water board, government, and contractors 

to ensure a strong project.  We thank Jesus and 

the many donors, hard working Kenyans, and 

Samaritans. Let’s eat! 

Save the Dates 

1) Communications & Boundaries: Jan. 9 & 10 
 

2) Widows & Orphans Satellite Event: Winter 

Masquerade: 7 pm Jan 24, $30 tickets at 

www.goodsamaritanwidowsandorphans.org 
 

3) GSM Annual Meeting, Election and Dinner: 

Sunday, February 8 from 5 to 8 pm. 

(Cont. from page 1) 

http://www.gsminternationaleducation.org
http://www.afsp.org
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Join us for our 

GSM  

Christmas  

Party 

Saturday  

Dec. 13 

at 5 pm 
  

It’s a tradition at 

GSM headquarters 

to have a Christmas 

Party Chili Feed to 

benefit the counsel-

ing center in Cairo, 

Egypt. Happy 25th 

anniversary! 

 

Moushir’s new book 

will be available for 

sale in 2015. 
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By Ed Markiewicz 

Chairman of the GSM International Board of Directors 

 

Near to where I grew up as a child was a bridge.  The bridge had a corner-

stone engraved with the name of the bridges architect and the year it was built 

– 1887.  As a youth I thought that I wanted to build bridges engraved with my 

name so that for years after my death I would not be forgotten.  With age my 

career choices matured.  It no longer became important for me to leave be-

hind a material testimony of my life. What I want to leave behind in the 

world is something better.  That is why I have chosen to designate Good 

Samaritan Ministries as a beneficiary on my IRA.  Contact your HR Dept. or 

financial advisor to learn more or call us. 

 

Did you know that the beneficiaries defined 

in your IRAs or 401K take precedence over 

the beneficiaries in your will?  Even though 

you have been specific in your will about how 

your earthly possessions should be dispatched, 

the beneficiaries listed in your IRA and 401K 

have priority if there is a conflict between the 

two. So that means you could change an IRA 

beneficiary to GSM today by contacting the financial organization. 
 

I have decided that if I care enough to donate to GSM during my life, then 

why shouldn’t I continue to do so after I pass on.  The good works which 

continue to be done through GSM is the legacy that has become important to 

me.  It is no longer important to have my name engraved on a stone for a 

lasting memory.   God has already done that for us:  Isaiah 49:16 “I have 

engraved you on the palms of my hands”.  
 

Please contact me for more information about GSM legacy planning.  

Email ecmarkiewicz@yahoo.com or call 503-644-2339 anytime. 

It’s comments like these that make those who support GSM smile and give thanks: 

DBT Class Participant: “Thank you for your kind words and vast knowledge that 
both you and others in the GSM family have provided. It has turned my life around.”  

Thank you for your prayers and support 

… for the Samaritan work in Ukraine which includes 

counseling, the widows’ houses, and a drug rehab welding 

shop. Visit Helvetia Christmas Tree Farm - Support 

Ukraine. Find unique gifts at the barn gift shop located in 

northern Hillsboro. See the enclosed calendar for details. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you for sending year 

end gifts. Tax donation 

receipts will be mailed to all 

donors in January. 

Many families benefit from 

GSM programs!  

Blessings to ALL! 

mailto:edmarkiewicz@yahoocom?subject=Legacy%20Giving%20Information%20request


Good Samaritan Ministries is a nonprofit 501 c(3) Corporation founded in October 1979.  Through our staff and volunteer team, we provide counseling and 

teaching to individuals, couples, families, and groups.  Our services are donation supported for anyone regardless of ethnic background, religious, sexual, or 

political preference or ability to make a donation. Please give to support our GSM headquarters: 7929 SW Cirrus Drive, Bldg #23, Beaverton, OR  97008 

       OFFICE  503-644-2339                         FAX 503-646-8898                    EMAIL:  goodsam@gsmusa.org                      WEB:  www.GoodSamaritanMinistries.org 

“Today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do 

not panic or be terrified by them. 
4 For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to 

fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”  Jeremiah 20:3,4 

 Answered Prayers!  
The LORD blessed this year’s Annual Fundrais-
ing Banquet Oct 4th.  Here is a quick summary: 

 

#1 The ministry celebrated & glorified the Lord 
#2 Donor partners raised over $52K this year 
#3 Matching Fund goal of $16K was reached!  

 

We had over 200 attendees and 30+ new folks!  

 

We are so thankful to our partners & helpers! 

Global Prayer: A Weapon Against Fear 
By: Marty Miller / CSO 

 

Many of us know how prayer and fasting builds faith and bring us closer to God.  

We know that Jesus demonstrated intimacy with His Father.   He even told us 

how to pray, right?  Yet, are we people OF prayer? On November 1st the Ministries 

were called to prayer and fasting for global impact through intercession.  When I 

shared this with my church one person said… “are you trying to Kill us?!”  

 

Dozens boldly gathered here the first Saturday night in November to impact the 

nations through praise, thanksgiving and aligning with God’s will.  No one was 

killed, by the way #close call.  Praying His will and for His Kingdom to come 

quickly to impact this planet, is, well… kind of a big ask.  We need to pray bigger, 

friends, and why not?  I know many of you reading this are praying for us, and 

may have been praying with us for years.  HEY! – DON’T STOP! 

  
It is important for you to be encouraged to continue in prayer. Instability and unrest 
continues in the Middle East, Ukraine, and many nations suffering daily in fear of 
Ebola.  Our local counselors and our international leaders are all facing tougher 
personal and family situations than ever before.  We NEED your prayers. 

There is a growing need for 
God’s people to seek even 
higher levels with God and 
fresh revelations by increasing 
intimacy with the King of 
Kings.  Yes, let us pray and fast 
more… it won’t kill us.  There 
is a battle going on and prayer 
is truly a powerful weapon against fear and darkness. 
Let’s grow as a ministry of prayer warriors and 
P.U.S.H, “pray until something happens”.  AMEN! 

GSM Vision: 

“To develop relationships worldwide 

that demonstrate the love                     

of Jesus in action.” 
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GSM Mission: 

“Empowering people to live and love 

as Good Samaritans.” 
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