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GSM's Microcredit Empowerment Fund (MEF) is an endeavor to turn imagination into 
reality...to turn poverty into financial sustainability...to bring hope through action 

 
 

Agricultural Loans From MEF 
 

This issue of the MEF Newsletter is dedicated to highlighting the many programs made possible by 

agricultural oriented loans.  There is a broad range in size and diversity in how the loans have been used. 

 

Over the last six years, MEF has made successful loans in seven East African countries across many 

facets of agricultural projects. These loans have been given to both individuals and to small sized groups. 

Our client’s creativity, talent and determination is often motivated by their intention to provide care and 

education to their family. About 60% of MEF dollars and 35% of loans go toward agricultural initiatives.

 

 
 

Miriam Mulabiza - Fish Monger   

 

 
 

Resty Nsubuga - Mushroom Farmer 

 

A single mother of four, Miriam used her MEF 

loan to buy a fishing net and hire a crew with a 

boat. The harvest from her nets is smoked and 

sold in the local market. As her profits grew 

she was able to buy a second net and expand 

her business with employees. 

 
 

Resty was sponsored by the Good Shepherd 

Women’s Bible Group in Lake Oswego, OR. Her 

mushroom raising business employs one assistant.   

 

Like some of our clients, Resty was only moderately 

successful. However she proudly re-paid her loan 

with interest and more importantly pursued a dream 

with hope and courage. Her loan repayment means 

that others can use the recycled funds to pursue 

family and financial goals through entrepreneurship. 
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"The most valued humanitarian contribution we can make to the people of the 
developing world is to create employment with dignity." 



Donor Appreciation 
 

     
Devin Gaerisch at Pr. Stephen Buwembo’s 

teaching farm in Rushere, Uganda 
 
Devin Gaerish is a third generation Samaritan.  Both 

his grandmother and father have served on the GSM 

Board of Directors. Grandmother Betty was one of 

the early supporters with an active role in the 

beginning of GSM. 

 

I asked Devin why the MEF is one of the good works 

which he supports. He replied, “Simply put I feel 

strongly compelled to do so.  I believe the Bible is 

explicit in this: God asks us to give generously! It’s 

been a tremendous relief and source of happiness for 

me to give. In the end I would describe giving to 

others as a wonderful burden and responsibility of 

success.” 

 
When given the opportunity to share some words 

with fellow givers at MEF, Devin replied, “From my 

travels to Uganda one of the major themes or life 

lessons was the scriptural relevance of crops.  The 

comparison of a crop to our spiritual life is discussed 

by Jesus in several parables (Matt13:24, Luke1 3:6). 

What is the difference between a crop and a weed? A 

crop is specifically raised to fulfill a purpose and be 

harvested; it is wanted and desired by the person who 

planted it. A crop uses resources for the benefit of 

itself and others through a harvest. A weed exists and 

uses all its resources selfishly. I believe these 

parables are a guide to how we use our relationship to 

Our Harvester - God.”           
 

Thank you Devin for sharing your thoughtful words. 

 

TEME Farm and GOGO Piggery 
 
These two community programs in Rushere, Uganda 

continue to provide a bountiful harvest of both 

agriculture and trained farmers. 

 

The proceeds of the farm’s crop are being used to 

provide school fees and a feeding program for more 

than forty orphans.   

 

The challenge has been finding productive land with 

a reasonable lease cost. However, a prayer has been 

answered: A donor recently provided funding to 

purchase five acres of land for the permanent home 

of this program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pr. Dithan Kaddu inspecting the tomatoes 
before bringing them to market 

 
Teach with Me (TEME) provides community 

members with both field and classroom training.   

Classes include sustainable gardening practices, 

choosing the correct crops for the soil, mulching, 

crop 

rotation 

and how 

to market 

their 

fruits for 

the most 

benefit.   

 

The 

GOGO 

Piggery 

“Get One Give One” has resulted in more than 20 

pigs being shared amongst community members.  

After raising a sow and yielding a litter, the owner 

gives a piglet to a family or community member. It is 

then their turn to raise, breed and gift a weaned pig - 

A blessing to many.  GOGO gets it right. 

 

 MEF founded in 2008 – More than 200 business funded or boosted – Average loan is $300 



Luwinga Women’s Group Piggery 
 

In the town of Mzuzu, Malawi there is a talented and 

determined group of women, the very first recipients 

of an MEF loan in June 2008. 
 

This is a success story about women who have seen 

their investments grow from 2 sows into a proud and 

thriving business.   

 

    
 
The group soon realized that they must sell the ‘fruit’ 

of their work quickly to avoid waste. 

 

  
 
A freezer became a necessary investment.  This 

allowed them to keep the meat cuts sellable in time 

with the market. Although they sold some whole pigs 

to a hotel or hospital, the group needed more 

customers to diversify their business.   

 

The next problem to overcome was the economic 

dilemma of the region. 

 

For too many people fresh meat is a grand luxury, 

which can be afforded only occasionally and even 

then in small portions. The protein is a great addition 

to many sparse diets. 

 

The group’s solution: Sausage! 
 

Their next investment was a sausage grinder. 

This was the perfect solution to selling as much of 

their meat as possible in a cost effective portion while 

using as much of the pig as possible. 

 

          
 

Profit from their business goes toward school fees for 

the children of the group.  They also support a prison 

ministry with soap and blankets.   
 

Today the Luwinga Women’s Group is raising 

more than 20 pigs! 
 

 

First Set of MEF Loans in Congo 

 

           
 

Pastor Timothee Kalonda – Goma, Congo 

 

The MEF has initiated new work in East Africa - 

Democratic Republic of Congo. The first four clients 

will each receive $500 to initiate a new or boost an 

exciting business. Pr. Kalonda has assembled a great 

team to lead and manage the effort. 

Interest rate is 1% / month - Greater than 90% have repaid in full - > 1000+ jobs created 



Phase I – Deep Water Well 
 

             
 

Tank being installed for water storage 
 

Drilled to 182 feet, this well is capable of producing 

5,000 liters of water a day. In such a parched and 

unpredictable land, access to water is enhancing the 

lives of many. The well also provides employment 

for those who manage the operation and deliver water 

to those who can’t travel to the well daily. 
 

Phase II – Land and Infrastructure 

 

         
 

Celebrating with joy for the new land 
 

GSM was able to acquire 2+ acres of land contiguous 

to the Dirk Allison High School. This will allow the 

farm to easily access electricity from the school.  

Also the students will be trained in sustainable 

farming practices. This arable plot will eliminate the 

costs of leasing.  

 

        
 

Entrance to the Sustainable Farm 

 

Partners in this project include Korea Food for the 

Hungry International (KFHI), The Wendt Family and 

many blessed donors to the MEF.  Their faithfulness 

has been recognized on the front gate of the farm.   
 

Other necessary land improvements include fencing 

to keep out predators and planting a wall of trees for 

shade and temperature control. 
 

Phase III – Sustainable Farming 
 

          
 

The completed chicken-raising house 
 

This facility will allow them to raise more than 300 

chickens – half will be egg layers and half broilers. 

The staff has worked with the Ministry of Agriculture 

to identify the best breeds of chickens for the region 

and best practices for raising them. 
 

Phase IV – Agricultural Farming 

Phase V – Tilapia Ponds 

 

Our goal is to employ more than 40 people when the 

farm is complete. 
 

Stand by!  More good news still to come. 

 For more information, please contact: 
Ed Markiewicz 
503-319-6358 
ecmarkiewicz@yahoo.com 
www.gsm-mef.org 

GSM Microcredit Empowerment Fund operates in 
conjunction with Good Samaritan Ministries.  It is a 
compliant non-profit 501C(3).  Donations and prayers 
are fully rewarded by the IRS and a Higher Authority.  
Thank you for both. 
 

Sustainable Farm in Uranga, Kenya 


