7929 SW Cirrus Dr., Bldg. 23
Beaverton, OR 97008
503-644-2339

Good Samaritan Ministries Counselor Certification Program
REGISTRATION
The first year of Counselor Training is open to all who are seeking to learn how to minister
to individuals and groups in a variety of settings. You may register by contacting the
Counselor Training Supervisor to schedule an appointment if you would like to go over
course requirements prior to class, or you are welcome to come to the first class which will
give an overview and introduction to training.
Upon completing the first year requirements, students desiring to enter Level II and
complete the Good Samaritan Ministries Counselor Certification Program will fill out a
Volunteer Counselor Training Application, which includes two letters of recommendation
from applicant’s pastor, counselor, teacher and/or employer. A criminal background check
will be conducted at some point during the program.
THREE-YEAR PROGRAM
The Good Samaritan Ministries Counselor Certification Program covers a two-to three-year
period. Trainees with relevant credentials or with geographical or time constraints may
participate in an accelerated version of the program at the Supervisor’s discretion.
As a trainee meets all the requirements throughout the three-year program, he/she will
then become eligible for a final evaluation of competency and receive a Good Samaritan
Ministries Counseling Certificate. With this certificate you are qualified to participate in
volunteer counseling at any Good Samaritan Ministries Center.
An active file containing the chronicle of the trainee’s accomplishments, including special
trainings, will be available to the trainee. To assist the certificated graduate in further
employment or professional development endeavors, a letter of recommendation will be
provided upon request.
LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT
The Good Samaritan Ministries Counselor Certification Program is comprised of three
levels. At the conclusion of each level, the supervisor and trainee will meet to determine
the trainee’s readiness to continue to the next level. Assignments and directions will be
given specific to the trainee’s gifts and strengths, and/or areas that require strengthening.
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The Good Samaritan Ministries Counselor Training Program is provided on a donation-only
basis. There are minimal charges for materials. Inability to purchase materials will not
prevent qualified candidates from participating in the program.
LEVEL I, Personal Ministry Training
The focus of Level I training is to introduce the work of Jesus Christ as the Counselor.
Studies revolve around faith, hope, and love as related to ministry and counseling and the
ways Jesus demonstrated these concepts in His interactions with people. Trainees will
study how Jesus connected with people through the Holy Spirit, bringing healing and
wholeness to the spirit, soul, and body of the person. Students will also receive in-depth
training in the concepts of identity and forgiveness, and the importance of an individual’s
life history. GSM training uses experiential teaching that involves role play and practice of
listening and questioning skills in a safe and confidential setting. Students interested in
receiving a Certificate of Christian Counseling must submit a full application when Level I
requirements are completed, and will then move to Level II training beginning the
following September.
Training begins early September and goes through May, with and extended break in
December and breaks for other holidays. Class time is 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm. The class size is
limited to no less than six and no more than twenty. The trainee is evaluated at the end of
each level for readiness to enter the next level.
Trainees will be involved in role-play as counselors to gain or improve questioning and
listening skills. Trainees will receive instruction pertaining to how to develop a case study
and treatment plan. Trainees will also be informed regarding professional and ethical
standards and acceptable file management strategies.
LEVEL II
Training at this level focuses on in-depth understanding of the counseling process and
specific topics. Classes will cover trauma and abuse recovery, marriage and family
counseling, cultural and ethical standards, documentation and treatment planning, and
continued Biblical training. Students will be required to prepare a written special interest
report and give an oral presentation to the class. Book reports, life histories, practicum,
and role play as well as the Healing Miracles studies will be continued in Level II training.
Typically the objectives of Level II can be accomplished in one year. As the trainee nears
the completion of Level II requirements, the supervisor and/or Director will perform an
evaluation. Based upon successful completion of goals and positive evaluation, trainee will
be recommended to Level III.
LEVEL III
Level III is a practicum, promoting trainees to intern status. During this practicum, interns
will be given an opportunity to observe volunteer or professional counselors and their
interaction with clients. Interns will also receive training regarding compiling and
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managing files. This practicum shall last for three to six months or until intern has
observed a minimum of ten counseling sessions. Interns’ observation reports will be
reviewed during periodic supervision meetings. At such time that the intern’s performance
meets with the standards and requirements set forth in the training program, and intern
files are reviewed by supervisor, Director and one other member of the staff, and found
complete; intern will be awarded a Good Samaritan Ministries Certificate of Counseling.
Intern will begin to meet with potential clients by completing four intake sessions. Once
that is completed, intern may then begin to meet with clients. Supervisor and/or Director
may attend individual client/intern sessions as conditions dictate. Intern will operate
under direct supervision of counselor trainer and/or supervisor and be responsible for
submitting full reports during bi-weekly supervision appointments. After successful
completion of internship (four to six months), a volunteer intern’s work will be reviewed
by counselor trainer and/or supervisor and one other member of GSM staff, and
recommendations will be made for promoting intern to Volunteer Counselor status.
During Level III training, student will be required to attend the counselor peer review
group at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, or continue attending the Level II classes on
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Upon completion of all three levels of Counselor Training,
student will receive a Good Samaritan Ministries Counseling Certificate.

Cindy Womack
International Program Development Director
Counselor Training Director
cindy@gsmusa.org
503-644-2339

Good Samaritan Ministries is not a church or denomination, but a support to all churches who
proclaim the name of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

At any time during the Levels I, II or III Supervisor and/or Counselor Trainer may amend or delete
requirements. Such changes will not adversely affect the trainee or intern’s ultimate progress.
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